World History I
Mrs. Bailey

Ancient China:  Silk Road
(Adapted from Silk Road Encounters – Belief Systems of the Silk Roads)
Objectives:

· Review, compare, and contrast belief systems of the Silk Road.

· Analyze primary texts of sacred and philosophical writings.

· Recognize the rich diversity of belief systems along the Silk Road.
4 Belief Systems of the Silk Road
The Silk Road encompassed a diversity of cultures embracing numerous religions and world views from a vast region stretching from Venice, Italy to Heian (present day Kyoto), Japan.  Between these two geographic endpoints, belief systems represented are Buddhism, Confucianism, Christianity, Daoism, Hinduism, Islam, Judaism, and Shinto.  During the height of Silk Road trading in the 8th century, Buddhism, Islam, and Nestorian (Christian doctrine that Jesus existed as two persons) Christianity were the dominant religions.  

Action:   
· You and a partner will be given a quotation.  Together, work to decipher the meaning of the text and develop logical reasoning to support the category (Prayer and Worship, Good and Evil, The Golden Rule of Reciprocity, Blessings and Love, Compassion and Tolerance, Creation, or Life after Death) to which you believe the quotation belongs.  

· When it is your turn, read the quote to the class, explain which category you believe it belongs in, and discuss with the class to see if consensus can be reached before placing it in the category.   
Discussion Questions:

1. Were there quotations that could have been placed in more than one category?  

2. Provide examples where various systems seemed to hold similar views.

3. Provide examples where systems held different views.

Reflection Writing Prompt:
Choose one of the quotations and write a reflection paragraph (at least 4 sentences) explaining how you feel about the quote/why and/or making any connections to prior knowledge or your life.  OR Write your own quotations to be included in each of the categories listed (at least one quote for each category).  
Objectives:

· Analyze slides of artifacts as cultural and social representations of the Silk Road civilizations.
· Appreciate the creativity and craftsmanship of artifacts from ancient history.
Monks and Merchants:  Silk Road Treasures from Northwest China, Gansu, and Ningxia, 4th-7th Century:
Gansu (Gan-soo) and Ningxia (Ning-shah) regions of China have provided many Silk Road artifacts from between the 2nd and 7th centuries CE.  Many of the items have been excavated from tombs in the regions and these artifacts offer a view of life along the Silk Road through pictures, models, and sculptures.  Some objects represent a merging of different cultures, religions, and artistic styles demonstrating the cultural exchange which took place along the Silk Road.
Action:

· As I show you different slides and read you a prompt, jot down words in collage format.  Write the first ideas that come to your mind – there is no wrong response, however serious effort and appropriateness is expected.
· Word Map/Collage:

· Using your word map/collage and write either a poem or a short story based on one or more of the word prompts and the slides you were shown. 
· Short Story/Poem:

· Share your writing with the class.

· Now we will go back through the slides and I will read the descriptions of the artifacts to you.  Art is an important representation of life and culture.  The diversity of artifacts indicates the movement of people and the exchange of goods and ideas on the Silk Roads. 
Objectives:

· Explore the importance of music for ancient civilizations along the Silk Road.   
· Appreciate the creativity and craftsmanship of artifacts from ancient history.
Music of the Silk Road:

As a class, we will explore this website from Stanford University in order to see some of the musical instruments found along the Silk Road:   
http://virtuallabs.stanford.edu/silkroad/SilkRoad.html
Action:

· Read one of the provided articles related to music along the Silk Road. 

Discussion: 
· Share what you learned from the article with the class.  Listen attentively and participate appropriately in order for the class to discuss what they learned about music along the Silk Road.
· What was most interesting/confusing/shocking/intriguing or whatever?

· Were you able to make any connections to other knowledge?

· What would you still like to know more about?  

· Other ideas???

Reflective Writing Prompt: (At least 4 sentences) 

What would you like to share about the knowledge learned or the questions raised while exploring the Music of the Silk Road?  Please be thoughtful and provided a detailed response.
