Essential Question Grading Rubric:
We will practice this skill several times over the course of the year and the point value will gradually increase.  You will be expected to use feedback given to help develop your skills and the points will evolve from completion, to small increments based on performance and culminate in a final assessment at the end of the year worth 50 points.    By the end of the year, you will be expected to use evidence and information from at least three different civilizations we discuss.  

	
	Exceptional
	Capable
	Developing
	Beginning
	Not Evident

	Evidence and Knowledge
Uses facts, quotes, and/or textual references from sources or class materials to support their answer.  Shows what they know and explains their thinking, while supporting with evidence.
	· Demonstrates significant knowledge using at least 3-4 pieces of evidence (accurate,  appropriate, and in-text citations)
· Reflectively and thoroughly answers essential question (“Dig Deeper”, “Better Answer” strategies, explain)

	· Demonstrates some knowledge using 2-3 pieces of evidence (evidence could be more relevant or more is needed)

· Answers the essential question but lacks reflection and/or answer is not thorough (needs to keep working to “Dig Deeper” and construct “Better Answers”


	· Some knowledge is evident, using 1-2 pieces of evidence, but details and evidence are lacking

· The essential question is not fully answered and/or lacks reflection (“Dig Deeper” and “Better Answer” strategies not or only slightly used)


	· Some knowledge demonstrated with at least 1 detail provided, but evidence and details are lacking

· The essential question is not fully answered and there is a lack of reflection (“Dig Deeper” and “Better Answer” strategies are missing 
	· No evidence used to answer the question
· Not completed



	Connections and Cohesion
Makes connections and explains them with thoughtful reasoning and evidence.
	· Makes connections across civilizations (in what ways are civilizations similar)
· Makes connections to modern issues (how has past influenced modern times)

	· Attempts to make connections across civilizations 

· Attempts to make connections to modern issues


	· Attempts to make connections across civilizations

· Attempts to make connections to modern issues


	· No connection made across civilizations
· No connection made to modern issues
	

	Style and Conventions
Writing is formal, written with little to no errors, flows with clarity and strength, and uses standard English.
	· Writing is well done, grammatically correct, strong flow and clarity, and with little to no spelling errors.  
 
	· Writing is satisfactory but needs some work on 

· Spelling  

· Clarity (confusing)
· Grammar  


	· Writing is approaching satisfactory but needs significant work on

· Spelling

· Clarity (confusing)
· Grammar  
	· Writing is unsatisfactory and needs significant work on
· Spelling

· Clarity (confusing)

· Grammar
	


