World History I
Mrs. Bailey

Unit 2:  Ancient China – Oracle Bones Activity
(Adapted from Asia for Educators – Columbia University – http://afe.easia.columbia.edu)

What are oracle bones and are they significant?  
What, if anything, do they tell us about Ancient Chinese civilization?

Background

Oracle bones were written during the Shang Dynasty (1554-1045/40 BCE).  The Shang would drill a series of pits into tortoise shells or cattle skulls and then through the use of a hot bronze rod, cracks would be produced.  These cracks would be interpreted as answers from the gods to questions asked.  The Shang sought understanding of the cause of events, the will of their ancestors, and their highest deity, Di.  They hoped to learn the correct choice to make when faced with difficult situations or decisions.  Around 1899 the oracle bones were discovered and began being translated; the oracle bones are considered the earliest know written records of Chinese civilization and provide insight into the concerns and events which faced the elite class of the Shang kingdom.  

Activity
1. Visit the British Museum to learn about Oracle Bones and Chinese Writing.  You will read the story, explore the artifacts, and play the challenge game as a class.  Web link:  http://www.ancientchina.co.uk/writing/home_set.html
2. Note Catcher:  Record (6 minimum) items of interest or information learned related to Oracle Bones and/or Chinese writing.


3. Reflective Writing Prompt (sentences):  Are oracle bones significant?  Why or why not?  


















