World History – Mrs. Bailey
The Roman Empire  - Fall of the Roman Empire

The Roman Empire fell due to following factors:
1) Political Factors
I. Political office seen as a burden, not a reward.
II.  Military interference in politics.
III.  Civil war and unrest.
IV. Division of the empire by Diocletian into Eastern and Western regions 

V. Moving of the capital to Byzantium by Constantine I
2) Social Factors
I. Lack of interest in public affairs. 

II. Low confidence in the empire to do anything to help the people. 

III. High rates of disloyalty, lack of patriotism and rampant corruption. 

IV. Huge gap between the rich (patricians) and the poor (plebians)
3) Economic Factors
I.  A series of poor harvests
II. Massive disruptions of trade…weather, pirates, war, etc. 

III.  No more plunder from war
IV. Gold and Silver draining out of the empire 

V.  Inflation
VI. Crushing tax burden

4) Military Factors
I. Threats from the Persians and “Barbarians”
II. Low funds for defense
III. Problems recruiting Roman citizens so they recruited mercenaries and barbarians who weren’t loyal 

IV.  Decline of patriotism and loyalty
Final Causes that led to Collapse:

I. Pressure from the Huns, which led to the Germanic tribes and Huns invading Roman lands.

II. Conquest and sacking of the city of Rome in 410 A.D. by the Barbarians.  Western Empire ends but the Eastern (Byzantine) Empire survives until the late 1400’s A.D. 
