Daily Life in the Han Dynasty Graphic Organizer-Answer Key


	Social group
	Why did people during the Han Dynasty live the way they did?

	Artisans
	· Artisans earned more money than farmers, but not as much as merchants

· Well respected in Han society, although they did not enjoy the high status of nobles

· Worked in government-owned factories and private workshops

· Artisans included painters, jewelers, weavers, potters, carpenters, and metalworkers

· Artisans  were responsible for important technological developments such as cast-iron, steel, silk, and lacquer; many of which become high priced luxury items for the wealthy

	Imperial Family
	· The Han emperors were considered to be the “Sons of Heaven,” not subject to human authority

· The emperor expected obedience and loyalty from people and was responsible for people’s well-being and welfare

· Successor of the emperor was called the “crown prince,” usually a favorite son or relative

· Mother of the crown prince became empress and her family subsequently assumed power and influence
Imperial family lived and ruled from palace in capital city

· The emperor had many responsibilities including leading religious and official ceremonies

· The emperor and imperial family enjoyed a royal lifestyle 

	Merchants
	· Merchant class made up of people from various occupations including traders, moneylenders, animal breeders, and people who worked in mining and manufacturing
· Many merchants had more than one occupation

· Merchants were members of the common class although many were quite wealthy, particularly those who invested in land

· Many merchants enjoyed a luxurious and pleasant life, dressing in silk and eating the finest foods

· In the latter part of the Han dynasty, the government passed regulations to restrict and punish merchants to prevent them from becoming more powerful 

· Under these regulations the emperors sent many merchants and their families to far-off places for military service
· The emperor heavily taxed or confiscated their property

· One rule prevented them from wearing fine silk clothes, carrying weapons, and riding horses

· Not all merchants were wealthy, some were humble peddlers and shopkeepers


	Nobles
	· Members of the noble class changed frequently, the status rose and fell often with the favor of the ruling emperor
· Nobles were often powerful landowners who ruled estates called fiefs; The nobles income depended on the size of their fief

· Nobles had to give a percentage of their income to the emperor in exchange for protection

· Nobles who were guilty and sentenced to death were granted a “special favor” and allowed to commit suicide, a more honorable death

· Many nobles were very wealthy and lived very well with large homes and expensive clothes

· Nobles had leisure time to entertain guests at their estate through banquets and hunting parties

	Officials
	· Officials played an important role in governing the Han empire
· Officials began their education early

      -Trained first as scholars

            -Studied classical texts, including Confucius, mathematics

· Many who attended the schools were sons of officials and powerful families

· In order to complete their education they must pass demanding exams to become officials; Many did not pass exams but some achieved other respectable jobs

· There were some outstanding women scholars although they were never appointed officials

· Han officials were arranged in a series of ranks including consulting with the emperor, running the ministries, and maintaining the imperial court

· Two examples of officials were the Grand Controller of Agriculture and Keeper of the Imperial Purse

· Many officials lived very comfortable lives; they had slaves, wore official robes, and had special seals to show their rank


	Peasants
	· During the Han dynasty, most of China’s population were peasants
· The peasants were near the lowest level of Han society; many peasants lived in conditions of despair and poverty

· Although they were looked down on by others in Han society, their work was considered important because they supplied food for society

· The vast majority of peasants worked off small pieces of land

· Some peasants were better off than others and could afford oxen

· Most peasants dressed in plain, rough clothes, and ate simple meals, including dumplings and millet

· Most peasants had hard lives and worked nearly every day

· Some peasants faced hard times, they were forced to sell their children into slavery and work for practically nothing

	Slaves
	· Slaves were at the bottom of Han society and wore clothing to note their lowly status

· No socializing between slaves and free people was allowed and social mobility was very difficult

· Originally slaves were relatives of convicted criminals or foreigners

· During periods of war and famine, some people sold themselves into slavery; After these periods passed, the emperor issued edicts to free these people

· Slaves fell into two basic categories: government slaves and private slaves

· Private slaves had to obey all of their masters’ commands; However, slaveholders did not have unlimited rights such as punishing their slaves to death

· The duties of slaves varied, as did their status and living conditions



	Soldiers
	· During the Han Dynasty, defended and expanded the Empire
· Han troops crossed the Great Wall in the huge Gobi desert to bring new peoples under Chinese rule

· Military service was mandatory for men in good health from ages 23-56

·  Although the service only lasted two years, the men could be recalled at any time if the emperor declared an emergency

· Although soldiers received rations and basic allowances, they were not paid for their service

· Infantry comprised the largest part of the army and were supported by an advance guard of archers and cavalry
· Cavalry replaced chariots as a more versatile and mobile force

· Han army wore full uniforms, including metal-plated armor

· Han soldiers used a variety of weapons, including spears, knives, and crossbows

· The Han government appointed experienced soldiers to lead the army


