World History I
Mrs. Bailey

Unit 2:  Caste System Activity

Note:  Dalit is another term for untouchable.  Dalit means “oppressed” and highlights the persecution and discrimination India’s 160 million Untouchables face regularly.  The term is used to refer to all of India’s oppressed peoples whether Hindus, Muslims, Christians, tribal minorities, or women.  (http://ngm.nationalgeographic.com/ngm/0306/feature1/)
The caste system, a form of social organization, is based on the following principles (from Asian Human Rights Commission – AHRC):
· A person’s occupation is determined for life by birth;

· There cannot be any intermarriage between persons of different castes (and any children resulting from such a marriage would take on the lower caste);

· One’s caste cannot be altered by any means;

· The positions and privileges held by each person are determined by caste; These must be demonstrated externally by the language used to address each other, by dress codes and by lifestyles;

· A harmonious society is only possible when these distinctions are maintained within a hierarchical structure;

· Disproportionate and collective punishment is used to ensure compliance; persons belonging to lower castes are given much harsher punishments than those of upper castes, including punishing families and communities for the crimes of an individual.

Caste System Characteristics:

· A complex social system that is a feature of Hinduism.

· People are born into their caste.

· A person’s caste is tied to their occupation.

· People cannot change their caste.

· People cannot marry or socialize outside their caste.
1. Read Handout 1:  Hinduism in Ancient India (c. 2500 BC – 535 AD) and Handout 2:  Overview of the Caste System of Ancient India (courtesy of Ann Crocker of West Mid-High School in Norman, Oklahoma).
2.  Explore and analyze images.  List at least 5 things you learn from the images:
3.   List at least 5 things you learned from the articles, videos, and websites reviewed:
The Indian constitution makes caste discrimination illegal, however Untouchables continue to live at the bottom of society and are subjected to indignities and atrocities.  The idea of reincarnation influences the lives of dalit people in India; How might their situation be changed?
Given what you have learned about the caste system, how would you feel to be a dalit?  
For Further Exploration:
National Campaign on Dalit Human Rights

www.dalits.org
Documentary Lesser Humans explores the unspeakable working conditions of India’s Bhangis, considered the lowest of the Untouchable castes.

[image: image1.emf]
[image: image2.emf]
