World History I
Mrs. Bailey

Ancient China:  The Meaning of Ancient Tombs

(Adapted from World History for Us All – Big Era 4 Landscape 2)
Tomb Construction:

· Peasant workers had the job of digging a square pit 5.6 meters with a smaller pit in the center for sacrificed dogs.  Along the perimeters they made holes for the skeletons of 16 humans.  Inside the pit they built a wooden chamber 5 meters by 3.5 meters and 1.3 meters high.  Then, they built a mound with a temple over the tomb to hold ritual ceremonies honoring the ancestors and asking them for their blessings.  

· Artisans produced objects (see Handout 1.2) to be placed in the coffin or burial pit.  Making bronze objects (alloy of copper and tin) required copper and tin miners, refiners of the ores, potters for clay models and molds used in the casting process, supervisors to run the foundries, and artists to design and decorate the objects.  The skills of scribes were used to write the names of important people on bronze ritual vessels.  Artisans also created a lacquered coffin for the deceased ruler.
· Human sacrificial victims were captives caught in wars, servants, slaves, or sometimes dishonored officials.  For Shang burials, but not for Zhou, the victims were beheaded.

· Guards and Executioners were charged with transporting, guarding, then executing the sacrificial victims by the blows of an axe.  

· Supervisors and Government Officials managed the construction, supervised the workers, kept the accounts, and reported to the royal government.

· Noble relatives of the dead person selected the people to be sacrificed and they commissioned the precious items to be buried with the deceased.  

Read provided student handouts:   
1.1 – “The Meaning of Ancient Tombs” 
1.2 – “Contents of Tombs in Ancient China” 
3.1 – “According to Master Kung (Confucius). - Master Kung (Confucius, 551 – 479 BCE) lived not long before the start of the Warring States Period after the end of the Zhou dynasty.  His teachings aimed to help rulers and the nobility create social order during a time of political and social chaos.  He and his students are given credit for editing several books of etiquette and political theory.  These became classics in Chinese literature.  One of the important ones is titled the Li Ji or the Book of Rites.  It describes the details of Chinese religious practices from the eighth to the fifth century BCE.  Published about 200 BCE, the Book of Rites explains the proper behavior and rituals for funerals, including the type of clothing to be worn, the food to be served to the ancestors, the music to be played, and the punishments for misbehaving.  About a hundred years after Master Kung died, one of his key followers, Mencius, prepared a book of the great teacher’s sayings called The Analects of Master Kung.
Answer the following questions:

1. In sentences…We have looked at tomb items from several different cultures this year.  Explain how tomb items help us understand a civilization.   
2. Free Write…Please share at least two things from today’s lesson (comments, questions, opinions, feelings, likes/dislikes, etc.).  

For further exploration, see a “Teachers’ Guide for Ancient Tombs” found at “A Visual Sourcebook of Chinese Civilization” by Patricia Buckley Ebrey from the University of Washington.  http://depts.washington.edu/chinaciv/
